
MINUTES: CITY OF PACIFICA ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
Tuesday, January 11, 2022, 6:00 p.m. 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 6:02 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 

a. Members Present: Daisy Fong (chair), Sean Thompson (vice chair), Debi Hirshlag (secretary), 
Matthew Dougherty, Robert Foster, Archie Judan, Beth Lemke, Greta Sieglock 

b. Members Absent: Nicholas Humann 
c. City Council Liaisons Present: Sue Beckmeyer, Mike O’Neill  
d. City Staff Liaisons Present: Yulia Carter, Alyssa Barranti  

 

ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS 
 
Approval of Order of Agenda 

• Chairperson Fong suggested moving the San Mateo County/Silicon Valley Convention & 
Visitors Bureau presentation to first position on the agenda. Approval of Order of Agenda with 
this change was moved to approve by Member Foster, Vice Chair Thompson seconded. 
Passed unanimously. 

 
PRESENTATIONS 

San Mateo County/Silicon Valley Convention & Visitors Bureau 

• Included: John Hutar, CEO; Nova Maldonado, Community Outreach & Convention Services 
Manager; Andrew Roseman, Pacifica’s representative on the Visitors Bureau and General 
Manager of the newly opening Fairfield Inn & Suites Pacifica 

• John Hutar’s presentation talked about the efforts the Bureau has been taking historically and 
during the pandemic to assist member businesses. He highlighted a large conference was 
successfully held locally last year, showing the San Mateo/Silicon Valley area can safely host 
large events again even as the pandemic continues. Councilmember O’Neil will set up a tour 
for John and team to educate them on possible event/meeting space available in Pacifica. 

• The EDC expressed interest in learning more about the recently launched Unlimited Biking 
Program. 

• Member Judan asked what John Hutar has seen as the most effective social media strategy. 
John said Facebook ads and Instagram. 

• There was discussion on how the EDC can work with the San Mateo County/Silicon Valley 
Convention & Visitors Bureau going forward. Nova Maldonado will be the contact. 

COMMUNITY COMMUNICATIONS 

• Cindy Abbott let the Committee know that Sanchez Art Center’s first show of 2022 opens 
Friday, January 21, from 7:00-9:00 p.m. The show will run through February 13 during normal 
opening hours – Friday, Saturday, Sunday 1:00-5:00 p.m. Additional opening hours can be 
requested by groups. Weather and successful planning permitting, Sanchez hopes to close 
this show on February 13 with a food truck and display of Art Cars. 
 

 



STAFF COMMUNICATIONS 

• Yulia Carter introduced Alyssa Barranti, Management Analyst - Limited Term who will be 
working on Economic Development and Sustainability projects. 

• Staff also provided brief updates on the Shop Pacifica Program and Marketing Plan contract 
with Creative Digital Agency. 

• Yulia Carter reminded Committee members if they need Brown Act training to contact her. 

COMMITTEE COMMUNICATIONS 

• Tenured members introduction to new members. 

• Chairperson Fong reinforced expectations regarding the timely checking of and responding to 
EDC/City emails, and the importance of doing so to ensure there is a quorum for scheduled 
meetings.  

• The Committee discussed the monthly meeting time and duration and decided to target a two-
hour meeting unless there are needs for additional time that should be communicated in 
advance. The Chair and Vice Chair will work with Staff during agenda setting to meet these 
objectives. 

• Vice Chair Thompson, for Committee 1, mentioned that their committee plans to restart posting 
on Instagram. 

• Member Dougherty, for Committee 2, reached out to several small businesses in Pacifica 
which do not have a quality website and/or a Google listing. He pointed businesses to 
resources available to help with those important business items. 

• Chairperson Fong mentioned that Amanda Anthony from the Renaissance Entrepreneurship 
Center was eager to work with this subcommittee on its mission. Member Hirshlag to set up a 
first call with Amanda to discuss partnering. 

• Member Sieglock, for Committee 3, gave further update on the Shop Local Gift Card program. 
She emphasized the need to get more businesses to sign up. Member Lemke asked about 
getting hotels to participate by promoting the card on their site or to their guests.  

• Committee 3 to provide Andrew Roseman, Fairfield Suites, with information on the Shop Local 
Gift Card program. 

• Committee voted to move agenda item #3 (Follow-Up on Past Speakers/Topics and New 
Committee Assignments) to the next meeting. 

 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

• Member Judan directed the Committee to the Chamber of Commerce website to see 
updates/enhancements. Due to time constraints in this meeting, Chairperson Fong suggested 
the BB Bingo Update be tabled to a future meeting. This change was moved to approve by 
Member Judan, Member Foster seconded. Passed unanimously. 

• Councilmember O’Neill let the committee know that he needs to step off as City Council 
Liaison due to a new conflict with EDC meeting times.  

• Councilmember O’Neil encouraged EDC members to review the City’s draft General Plan and 
Shark Park Specific Plan and submit their comments to the City by the due dates. 

 
POTENTIAL FUTURE AGENDA TOPICS 



• Past Speakers/Topics and New Committee Assignments item rescheduled from the January 
11, 2022 agenda 

• Member Judan – BB Bingo update, rescheduled from the January 11, 2022 agenda 

• Suggested by Member Sieglock – discussion of budget/strategy to better market Shop Local 
and the Shop Local Gift Card program 

 
ORAL COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMITTEE 

• Next scheduled meeting date – February 8, 2022, 6:00 p.m.  

 
MEETING ADJOURED: 8:21 p.m. 
 
 


